2: THE CRISIS OF DISPARITIES IN BREAST CANCER

Winning the fight against breast cancer is about much
mare than just curing a medical condition. It's about
overcoming the cultural, secial, educational and financial
barriers that prevent people from getting screened and
receiving life-saving treatment — wght now, These barriers
may partly explain why breast cancer death rates are so
rmuch higher in some groups of women, including some
rninorities (Figure 2 wormen living in poverty: and women
in less-developed countries, where even the most basic

healthcare is difficult or impossible to come by

But these barriers, or disparities, in breast healthcare and
treatment are not limited to wormen of color or the poor;
they impact vounger women and elderly women, women
in rural and inner-city communities, lesbians, women with
disakilities and even men. You most likely fall into at least

ofe group that is facing a breast cancer disparity” ™~

Breast cancer is the leading cause

of cancer deaths for Latinas.’

Figure 3°
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‘[Everyone deserves] the
same opportunity to
become cancer survivors
and to have an assurance
that their future healthcare
neads are properly
managed.”

Lovell A. Jones, Ph.D.
Founder of the Intercultural

Cancer Council

African American women have a
35 percent higher breast cancer
death rate than Caucasian women,
even though they are less likely

to get breast cancer.”
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*Data not available for these groups until 1295,












