4: DISPARITIES IN TREATMENT

We Have Better Weapons than
Ever Before...

Although there are no cures for breast cancer yet, the
past two decades have given us many new weapons

in our battle against this disease. In some cases, cancer
specialists have refined how they use standard treatments,
For example, using chermotherapy, radiation and/or
hormonal therapy after surgery can significantly reduce
the chance that the cancer will return.” Researchers have
also found new ways to attack cancer specifically, and to

tailor treatment to a persaon's particular disease (Table 20,

Along with widespread screening and early detection,
acvances in treatment have helped to reduce the rate

of breast cancer death over the past two decades.

Tahie 3
Advances in Testing: Choosing the Best Treatment

To check for the possible spread of breast cancer, surgeons used to remowve many
of the fvmph nodes under the arm near the affected breast. This sometimes fed to

Sentinel lymph node ) o
o a swelling of the arm called livmphedema, or numbness and pain in the arm. Now,
opsy ) )
surgeons can often remove one to three key nodes — known as the sentinel lvmph

nodes — to check for the spread of cancer.™

HERZ/neu is a protein that appears on the outside of some breast cancer cells and
HER2/neu may help aggressive tumors grow. About one in four women with breast cancer have
"HERZ-positive” breast cancer. These women could benefit from targeted treatments

such as Herceptin.®*

Some breast cancers are “fed” by certain hormones. Tests that defermine if tumor cells
Hormone receptor have receplors for these hormones help to guide treatment. Women who test posifive
status for hormone receptors may be treated with drugs that block the receptors or stop the

hormones from being made.™


















